Then, surely, God will respond.
Q - Swamiji, how far is man the master of his own destiny? How
much is free will and how much is already ordained or pre-
determined by his past karma?
S- Have you heard the English proverb," As you sow, so shall you
reap?" Well, the entire law of the universe is based on this
principle. The way in which you act, the manner in which you
act, the manner in which you behave will determine the future. It
is like Newton's law. "Every action has an equal and opposite
reation, resound and reflection."
The world is like a mirror. If you stand in front of the mirror and
smile, the reflection will smile back at you. But if you make horrible
grimaces, you will only get back equally horrid contortions.
So, it is a concept of cause and effect actually. If you perform
good and meritorious deeds, you will incur good Karma, and a
happy future awaits you ; but if you indulge in sinful acts, then
you incur bad karma and only misery will befall you.
God has bestowed on us the gift of free will,. It is entirely up to us
whether we indulge in good acts or in wicked and shameful ones.
If we perform good and meritorious acts, we shall be blessed
with joy and peace in the future; but if we indulge in sinful deeds,
we shall incur only a miserable future. So, the choice of how to
act is in our hands entirely, but the result is not. The result will be
ordained by the act itself. So, it is right to say that it is entirely up
to us, whether we incur good or bad karma.Ths comforts and
joys we are experiencing in the present are but the merits of good
deeds we had performed in the past life. Similarly, the untold
miseries and agonies we are undergoing are also a result of sinful
acts our in the past life. A helpless cripple may bemoan his fate
saying that he has led an entirely blameless life in tlrisjanma, so
why should such a horrible tragedy befall him? This man may
have committed some foul deeds in his past birth. But, by behaving
in an exemplary manner now, he can, to a certain extent, mitigate
his past bad karma and ensure at least joy and peace in his next
janma. Why, a sudden and miraculous cure may even be affected
and he may find himself able to walk!
Very often, the good or bad times we are passing through now
are the result of good or bad actions indulged in during a previous
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